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BOEM’s Mission 
To manage the ocean energy and mineral resources on 

the Nation’s Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) in a  
safe and environmentally sound manner. 



Our Overriding Consideration 

• Nation’s energy needs 

BALANCING: 

• Multiple use of sea and seabed 

• Environmental protection 



Directives 
• Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) 

– Conduct activities on Federal Offshore lands 
so as to “prevent or minimize damage” to the 
environment 
 

 

• Compliance with environmental statutes 
and other applicable requirements 



Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) 
Planning Areas 
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BOEM Environmental Programs 
Environmental 
Assessment 

Environmental  
Studies 

Our Mandate:   
Protect the environment and 
develop information necessary 
to assess and manage 
environmental impacts on the 
human, marine, and coastal 
environments. 



BOEM Environmental Programs 
Environmental 
Assessment 

Environmental  
Studies 

Who Are We? 
Marine Biologists 

Physical Oceanographers 
Chemical Oceanographers 

Meteorologists 
Geologists 

Sociologists 
Archaeologists 

Arctic Specialists 
NEPA Coordinators 



Environmental Studies Program 
Mission 

To provide the information needed to predict, assess, 
and manage impacts from offshore energy and marine 

mineral exploration, development, and production 
activities on human, marine, and coastal environments. 



Linkage Between 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Sciences 

Identification of 
Information Gaps  & 

Issues  
 

Environmental  
Research 

Environmental 
Information 

Environmental 
Assessment  



Environmental Studies Program 
Expenditures by Discipline: FY 2010-2014 Cumulative 
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Atlantic Studies: Highlights 

• Literature Search and Data 
Synthesis for Marine Mammals 
and Sea Turtles in the U.S. 
Atlantic from Maine to the 
Florida Keys  

 
• Atlantic Region Wind Energy 

Development: Recreation and 
Tourism Economic Baseline 
Development Impacts of 
Offshore Wind on Tourism and 
Recreation 

• The Battle of the Atlantic Expedition  



Use of Study Results 

• Directing future research 
 

• NEPA Analyses 
 

• BOEM & Other Models 
• OSRA, Econ, Air Quality, 

Circulation 
 

• Developing Mitigations 
 

• Notices to Lessees (NTLs) 

• Improving our understanding of the oceans and offshore environments 



• Oil-Spill Risk Analysis 
(OSRA) model combines 
probability of spill 
occurrence with a statistical 
description of hypothetical 
oil-spill movement on 
ocean surface 

• Estimation of oil-spill risks associated with offshore 
production, addressing likelihood of spill occurrence and 
transport and fate of spilled oil 

Oil Spill Modeling Program 

Surface Currents in the Gulf of Mexico 



“NEPA” 

• In 1969, the Congress of the United States of 
America passed the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) 
 

• In 1978, the Council of Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) issued guidelines for the preparation of 
environmental impact statement (EIS’s) under 
Executive Order 11514 



National Environmental Policy Act 

Better Decisions Through: 
 
• Public Disclosure 
• Alternatives 
• Mitigation 
• Integrated Analyses 
• Public Involvement 



NEPA 
Sec. 102(2)(C)[42 USC 4332] states 
• All agencies of the Federal Government shall…. 

include… a detailed statement by the 
responsible official on— 

i. Environmental Impact 
ii. Unavoidable Environmental Effects 
iii. Alternatives  
iv. Trade-Offs 
v. Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments 
 



5-Year Program Process 

The PEIS analyzes the 
environmental impacts of the 
Draft Proposed Program 
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Information 

45-Day  
Comment 
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Final PEIS Draft PEIS 
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Record of 
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Comment
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Environmental Regulations and Orders 

Marine 
Mammal 

Protection Act 

E.O. 12898: 
Environmental 

Justice 

Coastal Zone 
Management 

Act 

Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act 

Endangered 
Species Act 

Magnuson-
Stevens Act 

Clean Air Act 

Federal 
Water 

Pollution 
Control Act 

National 
Historic 

Preservation 
Act 

NEPA PROCESS 



Inter-Agency Coordination 
with BOEM in OCS Activities 

• U.S. Coast Guard -- oil-spill response, port and vessel 
security, and inspection 

• Environmental Protection Agency -- air and water quality 
• Fish and Wildlife Service -- marine mammals/endangered 

species  
• National Marine Fisheries Service --  fish and essential fish 

habitat 
• Army Corps of Engineers -- sand and gravel program 
• Federal Aviation Administration -- radar interference from 

wind turbines 
• U.S. Geological Survey -- resource evaluation 
• NOAA Fisheries -- marine mammals/endangered species  
• Department of Commerce -- coastal program 
• Department of Defense -- military installations and 

wetlands  

http://www.noaa.gov/


2002- 
2007 

1997- 
2002 

1992- 
1997 

1980- 
1986 

1987- 
1992 

1975- 
1978 

992 2,772 1,763 2,887 2,138 1,038 

5-Year PEIS  - A New Vision 

2007- 
2012 

1,268 

2012- 
2017 

2,144 

Target for 2017-2022 PEIS: 
300-400 pages 



2017 – 2022 PEIS 
• Key Strategies: 

• Briefer, more focused 
analysis 

• Best available, updated 
information 

• Extensive use of 
geospatial processes 

• Addressing the potential 
for expanded geographic 
scope 



2017 – 2022 PEIS 
• Focus On Results: 

• Descriptions of 
methodology will be in 
appendices 

• Information presented in 
graphical/tabular format 
where possible 

• Identification of relevant 
environmental issues 
rather than “kitchen sink” 



Environmental and SocioEconomic 
Resources and Issues 

• Air Quality 
• Water Quality 
• Marine Mammals 
• Sea Turtles 
• Marine and Coastal Birds 
• Bats 
• Seafloor Habitats •  Physical Oceanography  

•  Coastal Habitats 
•  Socioeconomics 
•  Cultural Resources 
•  Fisheries  
•  Multiple Use Conflicts 



Impact Producing Factors 

• Air emissions 
• Bottom disturbance 
• Discharges and oil spills 
• Lighting 
• Noise 
• Vessel traffic 
• Visual and aesthetic 

interference 



Existing E&D Scenario 
    Exploration Wells Platforms  Pipelines (km) 
Depth Zone (m) CGOM WGOM CGOM WGOM CGOM WGOM 

1   (0 – 60)  600 186 265 82 7372 2676 
2   (60 – 200) 226 58 25 7 710 218 
3   (200 – 800) 205 76 6 3 164 109 
4   (800 – 1600) 138 63 5 2 164 109 
5   (1600 – 2400) 171 22 6 1 164 55 
6   (>  2400) 264 21 9 1 273 55 
   Totals: 1604 426 316 96 8847 3222 

              
              



Public Involvement 
• Scoping 

• Notice of Intent 
• Public Comments/Scoping 

Meetings 
• Develop potential issues, 

alternatives, and impacts that will 
be addressed in a NEPA analysis 

• Public Comment Periods 
• Notice of Intent 
• Draft EIS 
• Comments addressed in EIS 

• Notify Public of Final Decision 



5-Year PEIS Process  
Public Comment Opportunities  

Draft PEIS 

Notice of  Intent for PEIS 

30-Day Waiting Period 

45-Day Comment Period 

60-Day Scoping Period 

Final PEIS 

Record of Decision 

Opportunities 
for  

Public 
Comment 
During the  
5-Year PEIS 

Process 



Public Scoping 
• Identify significant 

environmental issues  
 
• Invite the participation of 

affected Federal, state, and 
local agencies, Indian tribe, and 
other interested stakeholders 

 
• Agencies or tribes may become 

Cooperating Agencies if they 
have jurisdiction by law or 
special expertise 



Public Scoping 
• Public can submit scoping 

comments during the 60-day 
scoping period: 
• Mail or hand delivered 
 
• Attending a scoping 

meeting 
 
• Regulations.gov 

 



Public Scoping Meetings 
• Presentation of information 

and facilitated public input 
 
• Exact format based on BOEM 

and regional/community 
needs 

 
• Adaptable and focused 



Electronic Public Scoping 
• Scoping Plan and Site will have 

information about our PEIS and 
scoping process 

 
• Direct link to Regulations.gov 

 
• Site will have a geospatial portal 

for a participant to draw maps 
that can be attached to scoping 
comments 
 
 

 



Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

Questions? 

James.Bennett@boem.gov 

Office of Environmental Programs 


	Slide Number 1
	BOEM’s Mission
	Our Overriding Consideration
	Directives
	Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Planning Areas
	Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Planning Areas
	Office of Environmental Programs
	BOEM Environmental Programs
	BOEM Environmental Programs
	Environmental Studies Program Mission
	Linkage Between�Environmental Assessment and Environmental Sciences
	Environmental Studies Program Expenditures by Discipline: FY 2010-2014 Cumulative
	Atlantic Studies: Highlights
	Use of Study Results
	Oil Spill Modeling Program
	“NEPA”
	National Environmental Policy Act
	NEPA
	5-Year Program Process
	Environmental Regulations and Orders
	Inter-Agency Coordination�with BOEM in OCS Activities
	5-Year PEIS  - A New Vision
	2017 – 2022 PEIS
	2017 – 2022 PEIS
	Environmental and SocioEconomic�Resources and Issues
	Impact Producing Factors
	Existing E&D Scenario
	Public Involvement
	5-Year PEIS Process �Public Comment Opportunities 
	Public Scoping
	Public Scoping
	Public Scoping Meetings
	Electronic Public Scoping
	Department of the Interior�Bureau of Ocean Energy Management

